am very happy, as the people will

bring money, and business will be

good.” These are the words of a cook
I meet in Libya, plying his trade to the
infrequent adventure travellers as they
work their way south from Tripoli, the
country’s capital, to the Sahara desert.
He isn’t quite so excited about the event
that is expected to bring these people to
Africa’s fourth largest country: a total
eclipse of the sun. After all, he has seen
plenty of them already — Libya is good
eclipse-viewing territory. However, his
upbeat mood reflects a feeling I get across
the country. Apart from the financial

benefits that increased tourism will bring,
it seems that, at long last, Libya will be
associated with something other than the
Lockerbie bombing or its tense relations
with the Middle East. The nascent
tourism industry is busy preparing camps,
vehicles and guides to accommodate the
large numbers of visitors expected.

On 29 March, the shadow of the moon
will describe an arc across the world,
starting in Brazil, crossing the Atlantic
Ocean, the Mediterranean, the Caspian
Sea and the Black Sea, before ending up
in Mongolia. Along the way, it will take
in Libya, where the duration of totality of

the eclipse will be at its maximum - four
minutes and seven seconds, compared
with a mere two minutes near the sunrise
and sunset limits.

In terms of the advancement of
scientific knowledge, the steps of
this particular celestial dance are fairly
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insignificant. Eclipses are ‘astronomy lite/,

according to internationally renowned
space researcher Duncan Steel. Author of
several books on the subject, he describes
them as little more than “a good excuse
for a booze-up” (although this is a highly
unlikely event for anyone travelling to
Muslim Libya).












